
Bridging Activity for September 2018 
 
A level Politics 
 

Why do I need to complete a bridging activity?  

 
The purpose of this activity is to aid your preparation for advanced level study and make the transition from 
GCSE study as smooth as possible. Some activities are written pieces of work, some are research-based and 
some are practical. They should be completed to the best of your ability and they will give you the 
opportunity to start to showcase your talent for your chosen subjects. As these are compulsory activities, it 
is vital that you put in the time and effort to ensure they are completed to the highest standard.  
 

When should I hand this in?  

 
You should complete this activity for the start of your first lesson in September.  
 

How will I be given feedback?  

 
Research work will not be formally marked, but will be quality checked in class by your Politics tutor. 
The pre-course task will be applied to an initial assessment held at the end of induction. This 
assessment will be formally marked.  
 

Summary of the activity  

 
Welcome to the Politics Course at New College. Over the next two years you will be studying Politics 
during a time of significant change not just for Britain as she negotiates her way out of the EU, but 
for the international system as Trump continues to rip up the presidential rule book. In order to 
prepare for our first component on UK Politics, you are to undertake the following research which is 
designed to lead you towards an introductory understanding of democracy and participation in our 
current political system.   
The tasks need to be taken seriously. Along with your GCSE results it will be used to indicate your 
suitability to take the course. 
 
Bridging work… 
• Must be printed out, ideally in colour 
• Research and answers must be handwritten in the booklet with additional paper attached should 

you need it 
• Research must be thoroughly undertaken, with all hyperlinks (provided in blue, underlined and 

accessed through holding ctrl and clicking on the link) visited and used to enhance your 
understanding of the period. If links ‘break’ be sure to manually try to locate them using Google.  

• Tasks may take around 4 hours to complete  
• Should be enjoyed – after all you will be studying this course for two years! 



 

 

Component 1 Part 1: UK 
Politics  

 

 

 

 

 
 



Introduction to UK Politics: 
Democracy & Participation 

Democracy: What is it? 

Hold Ctrl+click on the following link to access the 3-minute video on democracy and answer the 
following questions. You may wish to conduct additional research on some of the key concepts that 
are referenced in the short clip. To ensure you record accurate and precise information you may also 
wish to pause the clip at certain points and even watch it numerous times.  

 

Where does the term originate from and what is its literal meaning? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Whilst people had the opportunity to vote on key polices during this time, who was excluded from 
taking part in this process? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Can you think of any groups in this country or any other western country such as America who have 
been denied the vote? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What was the first major example of English democracy? You may wish to conduct some brief 
additional research by visiting the following site.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6jgWxkbR7A
https://www.parliament.uk/magnacarta


__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

What democratic model do most democracies follow today? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How do modern democracies usually divide their power? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was Rousseau’s notion of the ‘general will’? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What are some of the problems associated with democratic voting and how does a ‘good’ 
democracy protect minority groups? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



The Classic Models of Democracy: 

There are two main democratic systems – Direct and Representative Democracy. Study their 
respective definitions and models and answer the comparison questions that follow. 

Direct Democracy – Athenian System 

Direct Democracy (sometimes known as ‘classical’, ‘participatory’ or ‘radical’ democracy) is a form of 
democracy that is based on the direct, unmediated and continuous participation of citizens in the tasks 
of government. As such, it obliterates the distinction between government and the people. It is 
therefore a system of popular self-government. This was the first model adopted by the ancient 
Greeks and so is often referred to as the Athenian model. Ultimately it requires citizens to directly 
participate in governance.  
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Representative Democracy – Current System 

Representative democracy is a limited and indirect form of democracy. It operates through the ability 
of representatives to speak for, or act on behalf of, the people. At the heart of representative 
democracy is the process through which representatives are chosen and can be removed. In practice 
this is usually done through regular and popular elections. This is the current model for the United 
Kingdom. 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Citizens organised into 650 constituencies elect 1 
representative per constituency called a Member of 

Parliament (MP) 

 

 

 

650 MPs sit in Parliament (known as the House of 
Commons) representing constituents by creating, 

debating and voting on bills/policy.  

 

 

 

Law is given royal assent  

 

 

 

Bills are then scrutinised, debated and voted on by an 
independent, unelected second chamber called the 
House of Lords. If majority vote in favour of a bill it 

then becomes law. 
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Comparison Questions: 

From looking at the two models… 

List the features from the Athenian (Direct) model that influence our ideas today. 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
List the features of the representative model that differ from the Athenian (direct) model.  
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Whilst we adopt a representative system today, can you think of any examples where we as citizens 
get the opportunity directly vote on a single issue? You may wish to consider a very recent example 
that continues to dominate the news… 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Is there anything about our current model of representative democracy that could be considered 
problematic? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 



Democratic Participation in Crisis? 

Below are some of ways in which we as citizens can participate in the political process however over 
the recent years poor turnout figures have precipitated what critics are calling a participation crisis.   

Voting 

The most obvious way citizens participate in the democratic process is through voting in general and 
local elections. However over the years the turnout rate has fallen, meaning that governments are 
elected on a reduced share of the popular vote.  

Using the following link, compile the data table below recording the turnout figures of general 
elections over the last ten years.  

Election Year Turnout Figure (UK) 
2017  
2015  
2010  
2005  
2001  
1997  

 

As well as looking at the national turnout, there is polling data that measures turnout in each of the 
650 constituencies. Using theyworkforyou.com, type in your postcode to discover who your MP is and 
the constituency that you are in. Then, using the BBC constituency results map, research the turnout 
figure for your constituency from the 2017 general election.  

 

My Constituency is: 

My MP is:  

Turnout in my constituency at the 2017 general election was:     

                              

To what extent is there a correlation between poor voter turnout and social deprivation? To explore 
this issue, research the turnout figures for the following deprived constituencies: Liverpool Walton / 
Great Grimsby / Black Pool North / Nottingham North / Blackley & Broughton. Then compare these 
figures with 5 of the most affluent constituencies: Sheffield Hallam / Wimbledon/ Chester / Tatton / 
Maidenhead. Keep in mind the national turnout figure of 68.7 per cent. Compile the information on 
the table below.  

 

 

 

 

 

Economically deprived 
Constituency 

General Election 
Turnout % 

Blackley & Broughton  
Blackpool North  

Glasgow North East  
Liverpool Walton  

Nottingham North  

Economically affluent 
Constituency 

General Election 
Turnout % 

Chester  
Maidenhead  

Sheffield Hallam  

Twickenham  
Wimbledon  

Remember that in a general election 
citizens vote for a candidate to 
represent them in Parliament. 

https://www.theyworkforyou.com/user/changepc/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/politics/constituencies


As you can see, across the nation and in some of the country’s most economically deprived areas, voter 
turnout is clearly an issue. Why do you think people are not voting? Provide some of you thoughts below: 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Joining a Political Party: 

Not only can you vote for parties in general elections, but you can join them and in some parties, help shape 
policy through attending their annual conferences. However we can look at party membership as another 
indicator of a participation crisis as party membership over the decades has slumped. Although, to what extent 
is this the case for all major UK parties? 

Using the following parliamentary link under the heading Latest Data on Party Membership, record the number 
of members each major political party has. We will be looking at political parties in greater detail within your 
first year of study so additional research on these parties and their origins would be beneficial.  

Political Party Membership (as of Jan-Apr 2018) 

The Labour Party  
 

The Conservative Party  
 

The Liberal Democrats  
 

The Scottish National Party   
 

The Green Party  
 

Plaid Cymru   
 

UKIP  
 

 

The Corbyn Surge? 

As you can see, Labour clearly has the most members with over half a million. This is a drastic increase 
from December 2015 when it only had 388,000 members. Many attribute this surge to Jeremy Corbyn 
and the impact his leadership has had on the younger generation. However, recent analysis has 
suggested that those joining the Party may not be as young as headlines suggest. Read through the 
following article from the Independent newspaper, underlining key points. Please note that it is of 
course an opinion piece. 

 

 

https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/SN05125


The Corbyn surge: Labour’s members tend to 
be older, middle class, and gender balanced 
Leaked figures from Hornsey and Wood Green Labour Party in north London also suggest the 
Corbyn recruitment drive may have stalled. [By John Rentoul, January 2018] 

Figures for the Hornsey and Wood Green Labour Party in north London, obtained by The Independent, 
show that it has 4,425 members, probably the most in the country. This is five times as many as the 
average Constituency Labour Party in Great Britain, which has 870 members – based on the most 
recent national membership figure, which was 552,000 in June last year.  

The leaked figures provide a snapshot of the membership surge that followed Jeremy Corbyn’s 
election as Labour leader in 2015. Contrary to the impression often given that his supporters are 
young, only 15 per cent of members in Hornsey and Wood Green are under the age of 27.  

The party’s members are concentrated in the middle-class wards of the constituency. One ward, 
Stroud Green, has 662 members, which is about 6 per cent of the entire 16+ population of the area. 
The wards with the smallest memberships are the working-class wards of Woodside, Noel Park and 
Bounds Green, and the wealthiest ward, Highgate.   

One feature of the party’s membership is that just over 50 per cent (50.8) are women, while 
membership of parties nationally tends to be skewed towards men.  

The constituency is represented in Parliament by Catherine West, a Labour MP who was sacked from 
the front bench in June last year when she voted for Britain to stay in the EU single market.  

The figures bear out the findings of a YouGov poll of Labour members nationally after the election, 
carried out for Professor Tim Bale at Queen Mary, University of London. It found their average age 
was 53, not much lower than the average age of Conservative Party members, 57. It found that 77 per 
cent of Labour members were in the higher ABC1 social grades, and that 53 per cent were men.  

The leaked figures show that membership numbers in Hornsey and Wood Green have declined by 113 
over the three months from 1 October and 1 January, and that a further 246, or 6 per cent, were in 
arrears with their subscriptions. 

At a time when the Conservative Party, which hasn’t reported national membership figures for three 
years, is believed to be down to a total of about 70,000, Labour’s huge membership remains one of 
Corbyn’s strongest cards as he seeks to lead his party to government.  

But the figures for the local party with the biggest membership suggest that Labour’s growth continues 
to stall. Sixteen months ago, when the national membership figure was 551,000, Corbyn’s advisers 
considered launching a recruitment drive called “Make It a Million”, but decided against it because it 
was a hostage to fortune. Since then the national figure has hardly changed, and now these figures 
show that in Hornsey and Wood Green the numbers are falling slightly.  

The Corbyn surge means the Labour membership is significantly higher than the 405,000 peak reached 
under Tony Blair’s leadership in 1997, but can the numbers be sustained until the next election if it is 
four and a half years away in 2022. 

http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/labour-party-membership-soars-by-33000-in-four-days-since-general-election_uk_59400feee4b0e84514ee930f
https://labourlist.org/2017/10/tim-bale-inside-labours-massive-membership-base/


Participation Crisis? Fake News? 

Whilst electoral turnout and party membership statistics make for worrying reading, it could be 
argued that political participation manifests itself in other ways in the twenty-first century. Below are 
some of these ways. 

 

Pressure Group Membership: 

A pressure group is a voluntary organisation whose members all share common views on specific 
issues, e.g. animal rights. Pressure groups seek to influence government policy through a number of 
methods, including using the media to gain publicity and public support, and direct action. This puts 
pressure on the government to change or amend its policies. Pressure groups also seek to influence 
public opinion, as public opinion is vital if their campaigns are to be successful. Public support and 
backing of their issues can cause government to listen to pressure groups as this can influence a party’s 
performance at the next election.  

Recent evidence confirms a surge in pressure groups with a 2013 study showing that one in ten adults 
were involved in an environmental pressure groups. Recently, there has been a surge of activity in 
both remain and leave pressure groups with regards to the European Union. Like political parties, we 
will focus in great detail on pressure groups in your first year. In the meantime, using the web and 
other resources, undertake some case study research on two of the following pressure groups: 

Republic / Stonewall / League Against Cruel Sports / People’s Vote  

Consider when they were founded, their core values and aims and key successes. You may wish to 
stick in key pictures from them in action. Please write these notes in the space provided below. 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 



E-Petitions: 

In the last decade the emergence of social media has enabled people, especially the young, 
to exchange political views and participate in online campaigns on particular issue, without 
engaging in the real world. An example of this so-called e-democracy is the use of e-petitions, 
which allow people to register a viewpoint online. Click here to access the official website! 
Anyone can start one as long as they have support from 5 other citizens. If the number of 
signatures surpasses 100,000 then it stands a good chance of being debated in the House of 
Commons. 

Using the following ITV News link, compile the top ten most signed e-petitions table, making 
a note on how many citizens signed them and whether they were successful in influencing 
the government.  

Top ten most signed petitions.  
Issue How many 

signatures? 
Did it result in action? 

1. 
 
 

  

2. 
 
 

  

3. 
 
 

  

4. 
 
 

  

5. 
 
 

  

6. 
 
 

  

7. 
 
 
 

  

8. 
 
 

  

https://petition.parliament.uk/
http://www.itv.com/news/2017-01-31/petitions-what-are-the-10-most-signed-and-what-have-they-achieved/


9. 
 

  

10. 
 
 

  

 

 

End of content, although you may wish to access the following wider reading 
links in further preparation. 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/may/18/how-solve-youth-voting-
crisis-voter-registration-election - article. 

https://www.newstatesman.com/politics/2015/04/british-democracy-nearing-
crisis-point - article. 

https://www.ippr.org/publications/political-inequality-why-british-democracy-
must-be-reformed-and-revitalised - This is an official report produced by the 
Progressive Policy Think Tank.  

 

We look forward to meeting you in September! 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/may/18/how-solve-youth-voting-crisis-voter-registration-election
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/may/18/how-solve-youth-voting-crisis-voter-registration-election
https://www.newstatesman.com/politics/2015/04/british-democracy-nearing-crisis-point
https://www.newstatesman.com/politics/2015/04/british-democracy-nearing-crisis-point
https://www.ippr.org/publications/political-inequality-why-british-democracy-must-be-reformed-and-revitalised
https://www.ippr.org/publications/political-inequality-why-british-democracy-must-be-reformed-and-revitalised
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